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Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a Gospel-driven 
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Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that week.  
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Becoming the People of the Resurrection 
Lent - 2011 

 
Date:  April 10, 2011 
Title:  “But the LORD was pleased to crush Him, putting Him to grief - The Sin-Bearer” 
Text:  Mark 15:33-41; Isaiah 53:3-10 
 
Theme:  
Jesus Christ is the fulfillment of the promise and the completion of the picture.  In Him, His 
people are redeemed from sin and adopted as sons/daughters. 
 
Introduction: 
This is a topic I cannot and must not tire of.  It is a topic on whose footing and foundation we 
must all build our house.  For there is no other foundation laid than is laid by the Lord of 
glory, Jesus Christ.  It is always with pain we study such a subject and yet it is with deep 
gratitude we examine such a thought. 
 
In becoming the sin bearer, His Father would turn away from Him (Mark 15:34-36).  There is 
mystery here which we are incapable of penetrating or comprehending.   
 
“We are not able to enter into the fullness of the desolation felt by Jesus at this moment as the 
Father regarded him as sin (2Co 5:21). This desolation was the deepest suffering. He did not 
cease to be the Son of God. That would be impossible.” (A.T. Robertson’s Word Pictures on 
Mark 15:33) 
 
Somehow within the Tri-unity of God there would be a judicial breach between the Father and 
His only begotten Son.  The Holy Spirit would weep at the broken fellowship within the unity 
of God.  How does the mortal mind wrap itself around such an impossible thought?  Yet our 
inability to realize its depth must not allow us to lessen the deep and utter despair felt by the 
Son of God.  I want us to walk carefully within this subject matter.  Let us guard ourselves 
from cheapening its truth or becoming less than attentive at its examination. 
 
The elements comprising His crucifixion are cruel and harsh.  Our mortal minds cannot grasp 
the depth of His pain.  We can no more watch the raping of innocence or the pilfering of purity 
than we can watch through our mind’s eyes the disgust of this event.  But watch we must.  We 
must not turn our gaze from the crucified Christ.  It is for us, our sins He is to drink such bitter 
dregs.  Listen carefully to the statement made by the prophet Isaiah. 
 

3 “He was despised and forsaken of men, A man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; 
And like one from whom men hide their face He was despised, and we did not esteem 
Him. 4 Surely our griefs He Himself bore, And our sorrows He carried; Yet we ourselves 
esteemed Him stricken, Smitten of God, and afflicted. 5 But He was pierced through for 
our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; The chastening for our well-being 
fell upon Him, And by His scourging we are healed. 6 All of us like sheep have gone 
astray, Each of us has turned to his own way; But the LORD has caused the iniquity of us 
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all To fall on Him. 7 He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He did not open His 
mouth; Like a lamb that is led to slaughter, And like a sheep that is silent before its 
shearers, So He did not open His mouth. 8 By oppression and judgment He was taken 
away; And as for His generation, who considered That He was cut off out of the land of 
the living For the transgression of my people, to whom the stroke was due? 9 His grave 
was assigned with wicked men, Yet He was with a rich man in His death, Because He had 
done no violence, Nor was there any deceit in His mouth. 10 But the LORD was pleased To 
crush Him, putting Him to grief; If He would render Himself as a guilt offering, He will 
see His offspring, He will prolong His days, And the good pleasure of the LORD will 
prosper in His hand.  11 As a result of the anguish of His soul, He will see it and be 
satisfied; By His knowledge the Righteous One, My Servant, will justify the many, As He 
will bear their iniquities” (Isa. 53:3-11). 

 
How can reasonable minds doubt the veracity of the Scripture?   
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 
In the incarnation the seed promise is fulfilled.  In the offering of the Son the seed picture is 
completed.   
 
The Storyline: 
As believers we are often captured by the residual consequences of the cross.  Such 
consequences are intended, but they are only wisps of the larger reality of our union with 
Christ.  Christ is the prize, not the benefits attached to the union.  There is a sense in which 
even the result of the cross is only a shadow speaking to the larger reality of God a Trinity in 
the redeeming of His people and the adopting of sons/daughters.  Our desire is to note the 
shadow, but to never lose sight of the reality. 
 
The Problem: 
Our problem in studying the consequences of the cross is to make the consequences the end 
and not the means to the end.  All of the consequences are intended to bring us to God so that 
we might live with Him and enjoy Him forever.  If we stop at the benefit, we lose the true 
blessing. 
 
Questions: 

1. How might you describe those moments described in Mark 15:33-41? 
2. What truth from Isaiah 53:3-10 do you walk away with? 
3. What does the word Propitiation mean? 
4. What does this mean in your daily life with God? 
5. What does the word Redemption mean? 
6. What does this mean in your daily life with God? 
7. What does the word Reconciliation mean? 
8. What does this mean in your daily life with God? 
9. What does the word Justification mean? 
10. What does this mean in your daily life with God? 
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The Holy Spirit is calling to us from this passage to consider three ideas. 
To Know: The Holy Spirit desires for us to know the death of Jesus Christ redeems His 

people from sin and adopts His people as sons. 
To Choose: The Holy Spirit desires for us to choose His work and let go of our own. 
To Feel: The Holy Spirit desires for us to feel the joy of resting in the sufficiency of His 

death in behalf of His people. 
 
Outline: 
There are several movements within the crucifixion highlighting the pungent remains of the 
drained cup.   
First, He was stripped of his garment.  This speaks to His shame and the indecency of the act 
itself.  He was left naked and exposed for all to view (Mark 15:24).  “Christ hangs naked upon 
the cross, and as the most wicked and base person that ever was, most vilely reproved. This 
was so that we, being clothed with his righteousness and blessed with his curses and sanctified 
by his only sacrifice, may be taken up into heaven.” (Geneva Study Bible on Mark 15:24)  
 

Second, He was considered to be an outcast and transgressor, thus justly deserving the 
treatment received (Mark 15:27, 28, 32).  Those with whom He hung were also His tormentors.   
 
Third, He was relentlessly and ruthlessly mocked and taunted by those who were lesser than 
He (Mark 15:29-32).   
 
Fourth, He felt the burden of becoming the sin bearer and the weight of the judicial act of His 
Father turning away from Him (Mark 15:34-36). 
 
Yet it is His role as sin-bearer that we desire to note.  We begin by allowing the Scripture to 
speak. 
 

23 “Therefore it was necessary for the copies of the things in the heavens to be cleansed with 
these, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. 24 For Christ did 
not enter a holy place made with hands, a mere copy of the true one, but into heaven itself, 
now to appear in the presence of God for us; 25 nor was it that He would offer Himself 
often, as the high priest enters the holy place year by year with blood that is not his own. 26 

Otherwise, He would have needed to suffer often since the foundation of the world; but 
now once at the consummation of the ages He has been manifested to put away sin by the 
sacrifice of Himself. 27 And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die once and after this 
comes judgment, 28 so Christ also, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will 
appear a second time for salvation without reference to sin, to those who eagerly await 
Him” (Heb. 9:23-28). 
 
4 “Everyone who practices sin also practices lawlessness; and sin is lawlessness. 5 You know 
that He appeared in order to take away sins; and in Him there is no sin” (1 John 3:4, 5). 

 
There is divine intent behind His cross.  Because Jesus Christ lives a perfect life of blameless 
obedience, and because He offers Himself up as a substitution for the sins of His people, God 
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can act with mercy and grace toward the sinner.  There are four consequences of the cross we 
desire to note in this study. 
 

I. His death satisfied God’s justice – the doctrine of propitiation (vv. 33, 34). 
 
Notice with me how this word group shows itself in the New Testament. 
 
“But the tax collector, standing some distance away, was even unwilling to lift up his eyes to 
heaven, but was beating his breast, saying, 'God, be merciful to me, the sinner!’” (Luke 18:13). 
 
“whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood through faith. This was to 
demonstrate His righteousness, because in the forbearance of God He passed over the sins 
previously committed” (Rom. 3:25). 
 
“and above it were the cherubim of glory overshadowing the mercy seat; but of these things 
we cannot now speak in detail” (Heb. 9:5). 
 
“Therefore, He had to be made like His brethren in all things, so that He might become a 
merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins 
of the people” (Heb. 2:17). 
 
1 “My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. And if anyone 
sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2 and He Himself is the 
propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for those of the whole world” (1 John 
2:1, 2). 
 
“In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins” (1 John 4:10). 
 
The power of our Lord’s act is its public expression of something that was deeply private and 
perhaps secretive.  Everything about His act is overwhelming.  He did for us what we could 
never possibly do for ourselves. 
 

“Propitiation literally means to make favorable and specifically includes the idea of dealing 
with God’s wrath against sinners. Expiation literally means to make pious and implies either 
the removal or cleansing of sin.  
 
The idea of propitiation includes that of expiation as its means; but the word "expiation" has 
no reference to quenching God’s righteous anger. The difference is that the object of 
expiation is sin, not God. One propitiates a person, and one expiates a problem. Christ's 
death was therefore both an expiation and a propitiation. By expiating (removing the 
problem of) sin God was made propitious (favorable) to us. ”  
http://www.theopedia.com/Propitiation 
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“In Septuagint hilasterion is the term for the ‘mercy-seat’ or ‘lid of the ark’ of the covenant 
which was sprinkled with blood on the Day of Atonement. Greek fathers generally and 
prominent modern scholars understand Paul here to say that God appointed Christ Jesus to 
be the ‘mercy-seat’ for sinners.”  http://net.bible.org/#!search/propitiation 

 
For three hours darkness fell over the whole land.  When our Lord cried out with a loud voice, 
My God, My God, Why . . . He became the sin-bearer and in that act He satisfied the justice of 
God against the sinner.  Jesus Christ placated/propitiated God’s just wrath upon our sin (1 
John 2:2; 4:10). 
 

“The cross brings us face to face with Jesus' suffering. He was alone -- all his disciples had 
deserted him except for his mother and three women along with John, the beloved disciple. 
And his death was agonizing and humiliating. Normally a crucified man could last for 
several days on a cross.  Jesus' had already been scourged, beaten with rods, and a crown 
of thorns pressed into his skull.  It is no wonder that he died mid-afternoon. Mark 
graphically describes the end as a "darkness over the whole land" (15:33).  This was Satan's 
hour as he saw the Son of God dying on the cross.  But that death was also his undoing.  
Through his obedience unto death, Jesus reversed the curse of Adam's disobedience and 
won freedom and pardon for us. "He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree" (1 Peter 
2:24).”    http://www.rc.net/wcc/readings/mark1533.htm 

 
“During the three hours which the darkness continued, Jesus was in agony, wrestling with 
the powers of darkness, and suffering his Father's displeasure against the sin of man, for 
which he was now making his soul an offering. Never were there three such hours since 
the day God created man upon the earth, never such a dark and awful scene; it was the 
turning point of that great affair, man's redemption and salvation.” ([emphasis added] 
Matthew Henry's Concise Commentary on Matthew 27:45-50) 

 
“Jesus cries out in the words of Psalm 22:2, a psalm of lament that is the Old Testament 
passage most frequently drawn upon in this narrative. In Mark the verse is cited entirely in 
Aramaic.”  http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/matthew/matthew27.htm#v46 

 
“The fire that should have fallen upon the sinner, if God had not been pacified, fell upon 
the sacrifice, as a token that he was so; therefore it now fell upon Christ, and extorted him 
from this loud and bitter cry.”  (Matthew Henry on Mark 15:33) 

 
There is mystery here which we are incapable of penetrating or comprehending.  Somehow 
within the Tri-unity of God there would be a judicial breach between the Father and His only 
begotten Son.  The Holy Spirit would weep at the broken fellowship within the unity of God.  
How does the mortal mind wrap itself around such impossible thought?  Yet our inability to 
realize its depth must not allow us to lessen the deep and utter despair felt by the Son of God. 
 
John Gill correctly notes how, “This expression is one denoting intense suffering.”  Where 
might we make sense of such an utterance?  First, the intense pain provoked the response.  His 
pain was not simply physical, but equally and perhaps more so emotional and spiritual.  
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Second, the nature of the warfare taking place provoked the deep groaning.  Satan and his 
devilish nymphs danced circles of sneering glee at the death of the Son.  Famine, drought, and 
darkness prevailed and engulfed the moment.  The living bread, the living water, and the light 
of the world “died”.   
 
Augustine, the great 5th century church father, urges us to contemplate the love of God 
incarnate on the cross:  "As they were looking on, so we too gaze on his wounds as he hangs.  
We see his blood as he dies.  We see the price offered by the redeemer, touch the scars of his 
resurrection.  He bows his head, as if to kiss you.  His heart is made bare open, as it were, in 
love to you.  His arms are extended that he may embrace you.  His whole body is displayed for 
your redemption.  Ponder how great these things are.  Let all this be rightly weighed in your 
mind: as he was once fixed to the cross in every part of his body for you, so he may now be 
fixed in every part of your soul." [GMI 248] http://www.rc.net/wcc/readings/mark1533.htm 

 
Hear what Gregory Nazianzen, a 6th century church father, has to say:  "Many indeed are the 
wondrous happenings of that time: God hanging from a cross, the sun made dark and again 
flaming out; for it was fitting that creation should mourn with its creator.  The temple veil rent, 
blood and water flowing from his side: the one as from a man, the other as from what was 
above man; the earth shaken, the rocks shattered because of the rock; the dead risen to bear 
witness to the final and universal resurrection of the dead.  The happenings at the sepulcher 
and after the sepulcher, who can fittingly recount them?  Yet no one of them can be compared 
to the miracle of my salvation.  A few drops of blood renew the whole world, and do for all 
men what the rennet does for the milk: joining us and binding us together. [On the Holy 
Pasch, Oration 45.1] http://www.rc.net/wcc/readings/mark1533.htm 

 
Abbot Rupert of Deutz, wrote in the early 12th century:  "The cross of Christ is the door to 
heaven, the key to paradise, the downfall of the devil, the uplifting of mankind, the 
consolation of our imprisonment, the prize for our freedom."  The Cross of Christ is the 
safeguard of our faith, the assurance of our hope, and the throne of love.  It is also the sign of 
God's mercy and the proof of forgiveness.  By his cross Jesus has redeemed our sin and atoned 
for our punishment.  The way to peace, joy, and righteousness in the kingdom of God and the 
way to victory over sin, despair, and death is through the cross of Jesus Christ.  Do you 
willingly follow Jesus in his way of the cross with joy, hope, and confidence? 
http://www.rc.net/wcc/readings/mark1533.htm 

 
“Christ striving mightily with Satan, sin and death, all three armed with the horrible curse 
of God, grievously tormented in body hanging upon the cross, and in soul plunged into the 
depth of hell, yet he clears himself, crying with a mighty voice: and notwithstanding the 
wound which he received from death, in that he died, yet by smiting both things above and 
things beneath, by the renting of the veil of the temple, and by the testimony wrung out of 
those who murdered him, he shows evidently unto the rest of his enemies who are as yet 
obstinate, and mock at him, that he will be known without delay to be conqueror and Lord 
of all.” (Geneva Study Bible on Mark 15:34) 
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Where is God in all of this? Where was the comforting hand of God in this most trying and 
dire moment? 
 

“Yet we have reason to think that there was still something more than all this that 
produced this exclamation. Had there been no deeper and more awful sufferings, it would 
be difficult to see why Jesus should have shrunk from these sorrows and used such a 
remarkable expression. Isaiah tells us Isaiah 53:4-5 that ‘he bore our griefs and carried our 
sorrows; that he was wounded for our transgressions, and bruised for our iniquities; that 
the chastisement of our peace was laid upon him; that by his stripes we are healed." He 
hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us Galatians 3:13; he 
was made a sin-offering 2 Corinthians 5:21; he died in our place, on our account, that he 
might bring us near to God. It was this, doubtless, which caused his intense sufferings. It 
was the manifestation of God’s hatred of sin, in some way which he has not explained, that 
he experienced in that dread hour. It was suffering endured by Him that was due to us, 
and suffering by which, and by which alone, we can be saved from eternal death.” (John 
Gill on Matthew 27:46). 

 
F.B. Meyer’s correctly notes how, “There is no possible way of understanding, or interpreting, 
these words, except by believing that He was suffering for sins not his own; that He was 
being made sin for us; that He was bearing away the sin of the world. It is not for a moment 
conceivable that the Father could have ever seemed to forsake his well-beloved Son, unless He 
had stood as the Representative of a guilty race, and during those hours of midday, midnight 
had become the propitiation for the sins of the world.” [Emphasis added] Meyer, F. B. Our Daily 
Homily http://preceptaustin.org/gospel_of_mark_illustrations.htm#15:34 

 
“The absolute peak of the agony that He and His Father had planned and foreknew had 
arrived.”  The Story is done; we now live in its afterglow.   

 
“The believer may have tasted some drops of bitterness, but he can only form a very feeble 
idea of the greatness of Christ's sufferings. Yet, hence he learns something of the Savior's 
love to sinners; hence he gets deeper conviction of the vileness and evil of sin, and of what 
he owes to Christ, who delivers him from the wrath to come.”  (Matthew Henry's Concise 
Commentary on Matthew 27:45-50) 

 
His separation from the Father produced an unbreakable bond between God and His people.  
Because He was forsaken, we would never be forsaken.  His fellowship was broken in order 
that ours might be restored and forever established.  Who might boast before such grace?   
 

II. His death paid sin’s debt – the doctrine of redemption (v. 37). 
 
“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom 
for many” (Mark 10:45). 
 
“Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 3:24). 
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“In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the 
riches of his grace” (Eph. 1:7). 
 
“In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins” (Col. 1:14). 
 
13 “looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, 
Christ Jesus, 14 who gave Himself for us to redeem us from every lawless deed, and to purify 
for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds” (Titus 2:13, 14). 
 
“And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of death, for the 
redemption of the transgressions that were under the first testament, they which are called 
might receive the promise of eternal inheritance” (Heb. 9:15). 
 
18 “knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your 
futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, 19 but with precious blood, as of a lamb 
unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ” (1 Pet. 1:18, 19). 
 

“The purchase back of something that had been lost, by the payment of a ransom. The 
Greek word so rendered is apolutrosis, a word occurring nine times in Scripture, and always 
with the idea of a ransom or price paid. There are many passages in the New Testament 
which represent Christ's sufferings under the idea of a ransom or price, and the result 
thereby secured is a purchase or redemption (comp. Acts 20:28; 1 Cor. 6:19, 20; Gal. 3:13; 
4:4, 5; Eph. 1:7; Col. 1:14; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6; Titus 2:14; Heb. 9:12; 1 Pet. 1:18, 19; Rev. 5:9). The 
idea running through all these texts, however various their reference, is that of payment 
made for our redemption. The debt against us is not viewed as simply cancelled, but is 
fully paid. Christ's blood or life, which he surrendered for them, is the "ransom" by which 
the deliverance of his people from the servitude of sin and from its penal consequences is 
secured. It is the plain doctrine of Scripture that ‘Christ saves us neither by the mere 
exercise of power, nor by his doctrine, nor by his example, nor by the moral influence 
which he exerted, nor by any subjective influence on his people, whether natural or 
mystical, but as a satisfaction to divine justice, as an expiation for sin, and as a ransom from 
the curse and authority of the law, thus reconciling us to God by making it consistent with 
his perfection to exercise mercy toward sinners’ (Hodge's Systematic Theology).” [Emphasis mine]  

http://net.bible.org/#!search/redemption 

 
“Redemption is defined by J. I. Packer as ‘Christ's actual substitutionary endurance of the 
penalty of sin in the place of certain specified sinners, through which God was reconciled 
to them, their liability to punishment was for ever destroyed, and a title to eternal life was 
secured for them. In consequence of this, they now have in God's sight a right to the gift of 
faith, as the means of entry to the enjoyment of their inheritance. Calvary, in other words, 
not merely made possible the salvation of those for whom Christ died; it ensured that they 
would be brought to faith and their salvation be made actual. The Cross saves’.” (Packer, J. I., 
Preface to John Owen, The Death of Death in the Death of Christ, Banner of Truth, 7). 
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When Jesus cried out with a loud cry, and breathed His last, “It is finished” (John 19:30), He 
finished the payment for sin – releasing us from condemnation (Mark 10:45; Rom. 3:24, 25; 
Eph. 1:7). 
 

13 “Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us--for it 
is written, "CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO HANGS ON A TREE" -- 14 in order that in 
Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we would 
receive the promise of the Spirit through faith” (Gal. 3:13, 14). 

 
He voluntarily offered Himself up as the substitutionary and sacrificial Passover lamb (Mark 
15:37 [“And Jesus uttered a loud cry, and breathed His last”]).   
 

“This was about three o'clock, or what was termed by the Jews the ninth hour; about the 
time that the paschal lamb was usually sacrificed. The darkness mentioned here must have 
endured about two hours and a half.” (Adam Clarke's Commentary on the Bible on Mark 15:37) 

 
“The loud cry may have been Psalms 31:5 as given in Luke 23:46 : "Father, into thy hands I 
commend my spirit." John (John 19:30 ) gives It is finished (tetelestai), though which was 
actually last is not clear. Jesus did not die from slow exhaustion, but with a loud cry. He 
breathed out (Mark 15:37 ), sent back his spirit (Matthew 27:50 ), gave up his spirit (John 
19:30 ). "He gave up his life because he willed it, when he willed it, and as he willed it" 
(Augustine). Stroud (Physical Cause of the Death of Christ) considers the loud cry one of the 
proofs that Jesus died of a ruptured heart as a result of bearing the sin of the world.”  
(A.T. Robertson’s Word Pictures on Matthew 27:50) 

 
None of the Evangelists speaks of Jesus as dying; for He yielded up His spirit voluntarily 
(John 10:18).  “The loud cry may have been Ps 31:5 as given in Lu 23:46: ‘Father, into thy 
hands I commend my spirit.’ John (John 19:30) gives It is finished (tetelestai), though which 
was actually last is not clear. Jesus did not die from slow exhaustion, but with a loud cry. 
He breathed out (exepneusen, Mr 15:37), sent back his spirit (Mt 27:50), gave up his spirit 
(paredôken to pneuma, John 19:30). ‘He gave up his life because he willed it, when he 
willed it, and as he willed it’ (Augustine).”  (A.T. Robertson’s Word Pictures on Matthew 
27:50) 

 
Everything about our Lord’s final breath breathes achievement.  His cry was not “I am 
finished” but rather “It is finished”.  It is not the cry of the vanquished, but of the victor. 
 

“Jesus cried out with strength and triumph-then breathed His last. His death was an act of 
His will, not an involuntary collapse. At that moment, the veil of the temple was torn in 
two from top to bottom. This was an act of God indicating that by Christ's death, access 
into the sanctuary of God was henceforth the privilege of all believers (see Heb. 10:19-22). 
A great new era had been ushered in. It would be an era of nearness to God, not of distance 
from Him.” (MacDonald, W., & Farstad, A. [1997, c1995]. Believer's Bible Commentary: Old and 
New Testaments [Mk 15:37]. Nashville: Thomas Nelson). 
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“Frequently, crucifixion produced a coma or unconsciousness prior to death, but Jesus was 
in control of all His faculties until the moment when He voluntarily gave up His life (John 
10:17, 18). He willingly laid down His life for us.”  (Radmacher, E. D., Allen, R. B., & House, H. 
W. [1999]. Nelson's new illustrated Bible commentary [Mk 15:37]. Nashville: T. Nelson Publishers). 

 
“’It is finished.’ What was ‘finished?’ The sacrificial types were accomplished, the 
prophecies, of His sufferings were fulfilled, the work given Him by the Father had been 
perfectly done, a sure foundation had been laid on which a righteous God could pardon 
the vilest transgressor of the law who threw down the weapons of his warfare against Him. 
Christ had now performed all that was necessary in order for the Holy Spirit to come and 
work in the hearts of His people; convincing them of their rebellion, slaying their enmity 
against God, and producing in them a loving and obedient heart.” (A.W. Pink) 
http://www.pbministries.org/books/pink/Miscellaneous/it_is_finished.htm 

 
A. All the Old Testament prophecies concerning His death were finished, John 

19:28; Genesis 3:15; Psalm 22:1, 16; Isaiah 53:4-6; Luke 24:26-27.  
B. All the types and typical prophecies under the Old Testament law were 

finished, abolished and explained, John 19:30.  
C. All obedience to the law of God was finished in Christ crucified, Galatians 

3:24.  
D. All the power of Satan and sin was finished for God’s people on the Cross, 

Luke 4:18.  
E. All the justice of God was satisfied on behalf of His people when Christ died 

on the Cross, Romans 3:24-26; cf. Revelation 22:17. 
http://www.rlhymersjr.com/Online_Sermons/2006/102906AM_ItIsFinished.html 

 
III. His death removed sin’s separation - the doctrine of reconciliation (v. 38). 

 
Notice how Paul employs this idea in 2 Corinthians 5. 
 
17 “Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, 
new things have come. 18 Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself 
through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation, 19 namely, that God was in Christ 
reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has 
committed to us the word of reconciliation. 20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as 
though God were making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled 
to God. 21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the 
righteousness of God in Him” (2 Cor. 5:17-21). 
 
When the temple veil rent the barrier between God and man was forever abolished (Heb. 6:19, 
20; Rom. 5:10, 11).  Through His death fellowship is restored, the alienated are adopted, and 
son-ship is forever enjoyed. 
 

“For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, so that He might bring us 
to God, having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit” (1 Pet. 3:18). 
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The torn veil speaks to the fulfillment of His redemptive activity whereby the way before God 
has been forever opened by the offering and the one who offered (Mark 15:38 [“And the veil of 
the temple was torn in two from top to bottom”]).   
 

During the lifetime of Jesus, the holy temple in Jerusalem was the center of Jewish religious 
life. The temple was the place where animal sacrifices were carried out and worship 
according to the Law of Moses was followed faithfully. Hebrews 9:1-9 tells us that in the 
temple a veil separated the Holy of Holies—the earthly dwelling place of God’s presence—
from the rest of the temple where men dwelt. This signified that man was separated from 
God by sin (Isaiah 59:1-2). Only the high priest was permitted to pass beyond this veil once 
each year (Exodus 30:10; Hebrews 9:7) to enter into God's presence for all of Israel and 
make atonement for their sins (Leviticus 16). 
 
Solomon's temple was 30 cubits high (1 Kings 6:2), but Herod had increased the height to 
40 cubits, according to the writings of Josephus, a first century Jewish historian. There is 
uncertainty as to the exact measurement of a cubit, but it is safe to assume that this veil was 
somewhere near 60 feet high. Josephus also tells us that the veil was four inches thick and 
that horses tied to each side could not pull the veil apart. The book of Exodus teaches that 
this thick veil was fashioned from blue, purple and scarlet material and fine twisted linen. 
 
The size and thickness of the veil makes the events occurring at the moment of Jesus’ death 
on the cross so much more momentous. “And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud 
voice, he gave up his spirit. At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from 
top to bottom” (Matthew 27:50-51a). 
 
So, what do we make of this? What significance does this torn veil have for us today? 
Above all, the tearing of the veil at the moment of Jesus' death dramatically symbolized 
that His sacrifice, the shedding of His own blood, was a sufficient atonement for sins. It 
signified that now the way into the Holy of Holies was open for all people, for all time, 
both Jew and Gentile. 
 
In a sense, the veil was symbolic of Christ Himself as the only way to the Father (John 14:6). 
This is indicated by the fact that the high priest had to enter the Holy of Holies through the 
veil. Now Christ is our superior High Priest, and as believers in His finished work, we 
partake of His better priesthood. We can now enter the Holy of Holies through Him. 
Hebrews 10:19-20 says that the faithful enter into the sanctuary by the “blood of Jesus, by 
the new and living way which he opened for us through the veil, that is, through his flesh.” 
Here we see the image of Jesus’ flesh being torn for us just as He was tearing the veil for us. 
 
The veil being torn from top to bottom is a fact of history. The profound significance of this 
event is explained in glorious detail in Hebrews. The things of the temple were shadows of 
things to come, and they all ultimately point us to Jesus Christ. He was the veil to the Holy 
of Holies, and through His death the faithful now have free access to God. 
 
The veil in the temple was a constant reminder that sin renders humanity unfit for the 
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presence of God. The fact that the sin offering was offered annually and countless other 
sacrifices repeated daily showed graphically that sin could not truly be atoned for or erased 
by mere animal sacrifices. Jesus Christ, through His death, has removed the barriers 
between God and man, and now we may approach Him with confidence and boldness 
(Hebrews 4:14-16).  http://www.gotquestions.org/temple-veil-torn.html 

 
This same principle is noted in Romans 3:21-26. 
 

21 “But now apart from the Law the righteousness of God has been manifested, being 
witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, 22 even the righteousness of God through faith in 
Jesus Christ for all those who believe; for there is no distinction; 23 for all have sinned and 
fall short of the glory of God, 24 being justified as a gift by His grace through the 
redemption which is in Christ Jesus; 25 whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in 
His blood through faith. This was to demonstrate His righteousness, because in the 
forbearance of God He passed over the sins previously committed; 26 for the demonstration, 
I say, of His righteousness at the present time, so that He would be just and the justifier of 
the one who has faith in Jesus” (Rom. 3:21-26). 

 
The propitiation for sin in the Old Testament took place on the Day of Atonement.  It was done 
behind the veil.  Now, in the death of Jesus Christ, the Father publicly displayed His 
propitiatory act for all to see.  What was once done behind closed doors in secret is now 
openly demonstrated for all to see. 
 
What can be incredulous is how the religious establishment had to manually sew up the torn 
veil from the bottom up and this mending was present from 33AD until the temple’s 
destruction in 70AD.  Every day the priests carried out their functions they were reminded of 
the great and terrible renting of the veil.  Some would still seek to bar us from entering. 
 
It is the provision of and through Jesus Christ we now have an open audience before the 
Father (Rom. 5:1, 2).  This audience and its resultant privileges are clearly noted in Hebrews 
4:14-16. 
 

14 “Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus 
the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 15 For we do not have a high priest who 
cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we 
are, yet without sin. 16 Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, 
so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need” (Heb. 4:14-16). 

 
Let me add one more thought outside our immediate text but equally forceful and true. 
 

IV. His death cancelled sin’s sentence – the doctrine of justification  
 
Where we were once guilty; we are now not guilty. 
 

23 “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 being justified as a gift by His 
grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus; 25 whom God displayed publicly 
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as a propitiation in His blood through faith. This was to demonstrate His righteousness, 
because in the forbearance of God He passed over the sins previously committed; 26 for the 
demonstration, I say, of His righteousness at the present time, so that He would be just and 
the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus” (Rom. 3:23-26). 
 

“He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the 
righteousness of God in Him” (2 Cor. 5:21). 

 
21 “For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you 
an example for you to follow in His steps, 22 WHO COMMITTED NO SIN, NOR WAS ANY 
DECEIT FOUND IN HIS MOUTH; 23 and while being reviled, He did not revile in return; 
while suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges 
righteously; 24 and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might 
die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed. 25 For you were 
continually straying like sheep, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and 
Guardian of your souls” (1 Pet. 2:21-25). 

 

The life He lived and the death He died did something undoable by mortal men.  In Christ the 
curse is reversed; alienation becomes adoption and rejection results in reception.  In the 
purpose of God, His Son would become the sin bearer.  He would place on His Son the sins of 
His people.  His Son would be the woman’s seed who would crush the serpent’s heel.  By Him 
becoming sin for us, we would become His righteousness before the Father; breath-taking, 
amen. 
 

The work has been finished, the veil has been rent, and the invitation is now extended.  Let us 
come with confidence and boldness to the throne marked by grace and let us continue to find 
help in our time of need (Rom. 5:1, 2; Eph. 3:11, 12) 
 

11 “This was in accordance with the eternal purpose which He carried out in Christ Jesus 
our Lord, 12 in whom we have boldness and confident access through faith in Him” 
(Eph. 3:11, 12). 

 

The death Jesus Christ died was a substitution; He died so that others would not.  The death 
Jesus Christ died was a surrendering; He voluntarily offered up His life apart from which no 
one could take it.  The death Jesus Christ died was a sacrifice; He died so that others might 
live. 
 

There is only one of two ways to look at this voluntary offering.  Either you go about seeking 
to establish your own salvation or you surrender yourself to His and accept from His hands 
the provision He alone can make. 
 

Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
 
Since Christ’s death satisfied God’s wrath, completely paid to redeem us from sin’s 
punishment, and removed the barrier of sin between us and God… Is there anything keeping you 
from placing your faith in Christ to save you personally from sin? 
 


